Splendours of the Little Karoo
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Two u y black ears are sticking out a thorny bush. I have been looking for
you, caracal, gorgeous desert lynx. | imagine your mesmerizing eyes staring
at me through the twigs. | am calling you. Please join me; I long to see you
leap across the arid and hostile landscape as if it was the most exceptional
playground one could possibly dream of. | miss the sound of your purr, the
dynamism of your youth, and the ravishing colours of your coat. Go tear-up
my landy leather seats; I know you cannot help it. Jump and catch my long
tangled hair locks; it makes me laugh. Anything you want, but please, take
me with you along the riverline, to your favourite spots, show me the shady
places where you rest, and the pools where you drink. Let me be a caracal
too, a creature of the Little Karoo, help me forget the void of my human life
and nd comfort in being part of the wilderness.


















Imagine a creature which neither the shape, the traits nor the calls bring any
familiarity to your world. Fear is innate to all novelty, but so as curiosity.
To many, brown hyenas ought to be little more than a chimera, the result of
a wildly implausible mind, an omen for calamity. To me, brown hyenas help
reconnect with the child within oneself by triggering the rst and fundamental
emotion which we discover in the human intellect: curiosity. An emotion that
keeps us moving forward and opening new doors leading down new paths.
Hand in hand with imagination, curiosity is a powerful driving force: the
cradle of creativity.
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